NAME:_______________________________________ DATE:________________ PERIOD:______

INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the following chart carefully to answer the questions.  Answers do not necessarily have to be in complete sentences.

Contrasting Views of the Federal Government

	Alexander Hamilton
	Thomas Jefferson

	Wanted to concentrate power in the federal government
	Wanted to share power with state and local governments and limit the national government

	Feared “mob” rule
	Feared a ruler who wanted absolute power

	Wanted a republic led by the well-educated elite
	Wanted a democracy of virtuous farmers and trades workers (blacksmiths, carpenters, etc.)

	Thought the Constitution should be loosely interpreted
	Thought the Constitution should be strictly interpreted

	Wanted a national bank (ties in with a loose interpretation of the Constitution)
	Thought that a national bank would be unconstitutional (based on strict interpretation)

	Wanted an American economy based on shipping and manufacturing
	Wanted an American economy based on farming

	Wanted the national government to pay national and state debts
	Wanted the national government to only pay the national debt

	Supporters of Hamilton:  merchants, manufacturers, investors, lawyers, clergy
	Supporters of Jefferson:  “plain” people like farmers, blacksmiths, and other trades workers


1. Whose view of the federal government would a wealthy person like?

2. What did Jefferson want the national economy to be based on?

3. Whose view of the federal government would somebody who lived far away from a city like?

4. Jefferson wanted the national government to share power with whom?

5. Whose view of the federal government would a college graduate like?

6. Who would think that the government could do some things not specifically said in the Constitution (Hamilton or Jefferson)?

7. Whose view of the federal government would somebody who didn’t go to school like?

8. Hamilton wanted to concentrate power where?

9. What type of people supported Jefferson?

10. What type of people supported Hamilton?

