UNIT 4:  Mesopotamia
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Geography of Mesopotamia:
***Mesopotamia means “________   _______________   ______

__________.”  This is because Mesopotamia is the land that lies between the ________________ and ________________ Rivers.***
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Mesopotamia and the surrounding area is also called the **“_____________   _____________”** because the rivers make Mesopotamia’s _________ very rich and hearty.

_____________ was an important crop grown by the    Mesopotamians

Mesopotamia lies ___________ of the _____________   _________ in an area that TODAY is the country of ____________.
To get to Mesopotamia from Egypt, you would travel ___________   ___________.

The civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia
1.  The Sumerians

The area of Sumer is in the ______________ part of Mesopotamia and it touches the _____________   ___________
Because the _____________ and ______________ Rivers flow on both sides of Mesopotamia and make the land ___________, the Sumerians were experts at ______________.

The rivers also provided a method of transportation, which helped the Sumerians ____________.

***Trading requires records, so the Sumerians invent the first system of writing.***
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***Sumerian Writing = _________________***
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Sumerian Religion
The Sumerians were ________________.   This means that they believed in __________   _________.

**Cities in Sumer built ______________ to honor their city’s god**
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Like the ____________ the ___________ believed in an ___________
The ____________ thought the afterlife was bright and __________, while the ____________ thought it was very dark and __________.

2.   The Persians

***The Persians had an important king named ___________.  He created the world’s largest ___________ during the 5th and 6th centuries BC***

Empire = 

Because this empire was so large, the Persians used the Egyptian idea of a _______________ to govern the people

               Bureaucracy =  system of _____________ where the ruler
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                                       assigns ___________   ___________ to his

                                       assistants so that the __________ doesn’t

                                       have to do everything _________________. 
Darius ordered the construction of a complex ___________ system.

This helped speed ________________ between regions, and allowed his _______________ to travel faster.

The Persians had ________________ for the people they conquered.  Tolerance = The practice of _____________ and _____________ the ideas, _____________, culture, practices, and _____________ of other people.  

***The Persians had a religion founded by _______________, so it makes sense that the religion is called _____________________.***

Zoroaster thought that ______________ had to choose what side to fight on in the battle between ____________ and ____________.
Ahura Mazda = the god that represented _________ and __________.

Ahriman = the god that represented ___________ and ___________.
***_________________ was the first religion with the idea of ___________ and ___________.***

3.  The Babylonians
Just like the Sumerians, they lived in _____________ Mesopotamia.
***The most famous king of the Babylonians was ____________.***
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 he creates the first set of written __________, which become known as **______________   __________.**  This code had very ________ penalties for those who _________ the law.
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4.  The Hebrews (also known as Jews)
They settled in the __________ part of the ___________  __________ just East of the __________________ Sea in an area known as **______________.**  
The Hebrews are very _____________ people, and they make a major contribution to the world because they practice **______________**

***______________= The belief in __________  __________***

This religion becomes known as ____________.

(Many Jewish beliefs, including monotheism, are carried over when the religions of ______________ and __________ are established.)

The holy book of Judaism is **the ____________.**

- Key Figures of Judaism.

The founder of Judaism is **________________.**

The Jews were captured into slavery by the ______________, but **____________ **frees the Jews and leads them out of __________, he also receives the __________  _________________.
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5.  The Phoenicians
They settle in ___________ Mesopotamia (like the Jews), right along the coast of the ________________ Sea.
***Because of their location along the ______________ Sea, the Phoenicians become experts at _________  __________.***  They are the **first civilization to use _________ as their major source of income.** (Before them, all other groups use _______________.)

The Phoenicians needed ________  __________, just like the _____________, but because the Phoenicians traded so much, they develop an __________ style of writing and **create the world’s first ____________.**
Alphabet = letters that represent _________  ________ (or phonics).


** This is an example of Sumerian writing.  It IS NOT Egyptian Hieroglyphics





** Notice how the basic shape is a TRIANGLE.  That would be helpful to remember for a TEST
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**Ziggurats were temples where the Sumerians would go to worship the god of their city.  Each city had its own god or goddess.
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Hammurabi’s Code was carved into stone columns such as this one and put in public places so everybody could read them.  Why might it be important for laws to be visible to everybody?





Moses parting the Red Sea so the Jews could escape from the Egyptians





Moses receiving the Ten Commandments





The Phoenician Alphabet only had 22 characters.  The modern English Alphabet has 26





Which modern English letters are missing?








_1062359161.doc
[image: image1.png]





Ziggurat












_993488638.doc
[image: image1.png]






