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Unit 4 – Mesopotamia

World History I

Mesopotamia Study Guide

Answer each question ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER
1. What two rivers surround Mesopotamia?

2. Why is Mesopotamia and the surrounding area called the “Fertile Crescent”?

3. Ancient Mesopotamia is in what present-day country?

4. What is the Sumerian form of writing?

5. What does polytheism mean?

6. What is a ziggurat?

7. Who built the ziggurats?

**8.  Compare the Egyptian view of the afterlife with the Sumerian’s view.**

9. What is Zoroastrianism?

10. Which Persian created the largest empire of his time?

11. What idea of government did the Persians borrow from the Egyptians?

12. Why did Darius order road construction?

13. What is tolerance?

14. Who is the most famous Babylonian king?

15. What is the name of the set of laws set down by Hammurabi?

16. Why is it important for laws to be visible to everybody?

17. What are people who practice Judaism called (3 things)?

18. What is the first religion to practice monotheism?
19. What does monotheism mean?

20. Who is the founder of Judaism?

21. What is the sacred text of Judaism?

22. Who freed the Israelites from slavery and Egypt and received the 10 Commandments?

23. What is the most important economic activity of the Phoenicians?

24. What are the Phoenicians best known for inventing?
