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HONORS TEST – SOUTHWEST AND CENTRAL ASIA

INSTRUCTIONS:  Read the questions and ALL answers CAREFULLY before circling the letter of the ONE answer that BEST answers the question or completes the statement.

1. Africa, Europe, and Asia all touch what sea?

a. The Baltic Sea

b. The Arctic Sea

c. The Mediterranean Sea

d. The Destrusian Sea

2. The Arabian Peninsula makes up most of which region?

a. Southwest Asia

b. Northeast Africa

c. Central Europe

d. South central Australia

3. What is the Arabian Peninsula also known as?

a. The Orient

b. The Middle East

c. The Central Locale

d. The Desert

4. The Arabian Sea forms what 2 gulfs along the east coast of the Arabian Peninsula?

a. The Gulf of Mexico and the Persian Gulf

b. The Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Gulf of Oman

c. The Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf

d. The Gulf of Mexico and the St. Lawrence Gulf

5. What mountain range makes up most of the mountains in the south and east of Central Asia?

a. The Himalayas

b. The Sierra Madres

c. The Alps

d. The Hindu Kush

6. How much land does the Arabian Peninsula cover?

a. Over 1 million square miles

b. 500 square miles

c. Less than 50,000 square miles

d. 678,345 square miles

7. The valley of what rivers was one of the most fertile river valleys of the ancient world?

a. The Mississippi and Red Rivers

b. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

c. The Rhine and Danube Rivers

d. The Volga and Don rivers

8. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and the area called Mesopotamia are located in which country?

a. Afghanistan

b. Saudi Arabia

c. Iraq

d. Oman

9. How far below sea level is the Dead Sea?

a. 527 feet

b. 1,349 feet

c. 333 feet

d. 2,435 feet

10. Why is it that not much lives in the Dead Sea, and almost everything can float in it?

a. It is 9 times saltier than the ocean

b. It is mostly made of vinegar, not water

c. It is only a few feet deep

d. It has been heavily polluted by factories

11. What mountain range in Central Asia rises over 25,000 feet?

a. The Atlas Mountains

b. The Ethiopian Highlands

c. The Hindu Kush

d. The Apennines

12. What sea in Central Asia covers more territory than California?

a. The White Sea

b. The Red Sea

c. The Aral Sea

d. The Black Sea

13. What is happening to the Aral Sea?

a. It is rapidly shrinking

b. It is becoming very salty

c. It is constantly flooding

d. It is slowly growing

14. How many countries make up Southwest and Central Asia?

a. 92

b. 25

c. 14

d. 37

15. Which country has the largest population in this region with more than 162 million people?

a. Afghanistan

b. United Arab Emirates

c. Pakistan

d. Saudi Arabia

16. Which country in Southwest and Central Asia covers the most territory?

a. Kazakhstan

b. Oman

c. Uzbekistan

d. Iraq

17. What is the wealthiest country on a per capita basis?

a. Turkmenistan

b. United Arab Emirates

c. Afghanistan

d. Iran

18. What does “per capita” mean?

a. Overall

b. Per city

c. Mostly

d. Per person

19. Which of the following is NOT a religion that was started in Southwest Asia?

a. Christianity

b. Judaism

c. Buddhism

d. Islam

20. What does monotheism mean?

a. The belief in many gods

b. A government with one ruler

c. The belief in one god

d. A government with many rulers

21. What causes many conflicts in the region of Southwest Asia?

a. 3 major religions are practiced there

b. There are many diamonds produced in this region

c. 95 different ethnic groups live there 

d. There are too many people and not enough land

22. Who controlled Israel before the year 700 until the end of WWII?

a. Jews

b. Christians

c. Muslims

d. Hindus

23. Why was Israel given back to the Jews?

a. The United Nations felt sorry for the horrors caused by the Holocaust

b. They bought it back from the Christians

c. Muslims didn’t want the territory anymore because of the arid climate

d. It seemed like a good idea at the time

24. What type of Muslims makes up about 85-90% of the Muslims in Southwest Asia?

a. Tundi Muslims

b. Sunni Muslims

c. Boono Muslims

d. Ketti Muslims

25. What type of Muslims makes up about 10-15% of the Muslims in the Southwest Asia?

a. Fi’lite Muslims

b. Hardle Muslims

c. Shi’ite Muslims

d. Diitde Muslims

26. Why is oil an important resource in Southwest Asia?

a. It is used throughout the world

b. It is a nonrenewable resource so it is expensive

c. There is A LOT of oil there

d. All of the above

27. Why is water an important resource in Southwest Asia

a. Because there is so much 

b. Because there is so little

c. Because there are so many farms

d. None of the above

28. Which two countries have gotten wealthy from their oil deposits?

a. Turkmenistan and Jordan

b. Syria and Iraq

c. Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates

d. Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan

29. Which two countries in Central Asia are known as coal producers?

a. Pakistan and United Arab Emirates

b. Israel and Lebanon

c. Iraq and Iran

d. Kazakhstan and Afghanistan

30. Iran has factories that produce what?
a. Leather goods

b. Building materials

c. Tools

d. All of the above
INSTRUCTIONS:  Answer the following question in 3-5 sentences in the space provided.  WRITE NEATLY. (10 points)

31. Why is Southwest Asia called “the cradle of civilization”?

