Test: America’s Beginnings under the Constitution and The War of 1812
NAME:________________________________________ DATE:________________ Period: _______

Please read CAREFULLY and follow all instructions

Section 1:  Multiple Choice, 1 Point Each.  Circle the letter of the answer (only 1) that BEST answers the question or finishes the statement.  Be sure to mark your answers clearly, so using a pencil is best.

1. Who was the FIRST President of the United States?

a. Abraham Lincoln

b. Thomas Jefferson

c. James Madison

d. George Washington

2. Which of the following was NOT one of the first three executive departments that Congress created?

a. Department of State

b. Department of Motor Vehicles

c. Department of War

d. Department of Treasury

3. The secretaries of the executive departments are the President’s chief advisers and are known as what?

a. The Oval Office

b. The Cabinet

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff

d. The Think-Tank

4. Who felt that the Constitution should be loosely interpreted and that the federal government had the right to create a national bank?

a. Alexander Hamilton

b. Thomas Jefferson

c. James Monroe

d. Benjamin Franklin

5. Who believed in a very strict interpretation of the Constitution, which means that the government can only do what the Constitution says?

a. Alexander Hamilton
b. Charles Pinckney

c. Thomas Jefferson

d. John Adams

6. The first two political parties in America were the

a. Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans

b. Democrats and Republicans

c. Free Masons and Libertarians

d. Communists and Capitalists

7. Who did George Washington appoint as the Secretary of Treasury?

a. John Adams

b. Andrew Carnegie

c. John Rockefeller

d. Alexander Hamilton

8. What was something that the Federalists wanted?

a. A weak central government

b. A strong central government

c. A president with limited powers

d. A Congress with limited powers

9. Which of the following is TRUE about the Whiskey Rebellion?
a. It involved large plantation owners

b. It occurred in 1965

c. It was stopped without a single death

d. It showed how weak the government was

10. What did Hamilton want to do to pay off the American Revolutionary War?

a. The Federal government would pay its debt and the States’ debt

b. The States would pay the whole bill

c. The Federal government would only pay its debt

d. The States would mine more gold to pay their debt

11. What did Hamilton propose to make the South agree to his debt plan?

a. The slave trade wouldn’t be taxed for 20 years

b. The South would get more votes in the House of Representatives

c. The nation’s capital would be moved to Washington, D.C.

d. The Federal government would subsidize Southern farmers

12. Why did Washington declare America’s neutrality during the French Revolution?
a. America was still paying off the Revolutionary War

b. The French Revolution quickly grew incredibly violent

c. The Jacobins also wanted to go to war against Britain

d. All of the above

13. Why did America sign a treaty with Spain?

a. To avoid war with France

b. In order to navigate the Mississippi River

c. To gain control of Mexico

d. In order to ensure profitable trade

14. Settlers moving west had many skirmishes with what two groups?

a. The British and Indians

b. The French and Eskimos

c. The French and Spanish

d. The British and Inuit

15. George Washington set the precedent that Presidents would only serve up to how many terms?

a. 6

b. 1

c. 4

d. 2

16. The election of 1796 resulted in America having a Federalist President and Republican Vice-President.  What did this show?

a. Political parties shouldn’t be involved in elections

b. The Constitution’s method of selecting a President was flawed

c. Adams should have worked harder to get his Federalist running mate elected V-P

d. Federalists and Republicans could work together in the executive branch
17. The event where French officials demanded $250,000 from American diplomats before they could see the French foreign minister became known as what?

a. The Extortion Incident

b. The French Connection

c. The XYZ Affair

d. The Buttered Biscuit Battle

18. The Alien and Sedition Acts were eventually declared unconstitutional because they violated
a. The First Amendment protection of free speech

b. The Judiciary Act of 1789

c. The “Necessary and Proper” clause of the Constitution

d. The Second Amendment protection of the right to bear arms
19. The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions claimed that states could do what?

a. Leave the Union whenever they want

b. Nullify federal laws

c. Create positions in the federal government

d. Print their own money

20. Congress passed the 12th Amendment after the election of 1800.  What did the 12th Amendment change about the electoral process?

a. The Electoral College would no long exist

b. The House of Representatives would officially select the President

c. The Electoral College would cast 1 ballot for President and 1 for Vice-President

d. The States’ legislative bodies would elect the President

21. What were Adams’ last minute appointments to federal judge positions called?

a. Midnight Judges

b. 13th Hour Judges

c. Last-Call Judges

d. Final Judges

22. What is judicial review?

a. The states can review federal spending

b. The Supreme Court can declare laws unconstitutional

c. The President can oversee the decisions of the judicial branch

d. The Vice-President is the head of the Supreme Court

23. Seizing sailors and forcibly drafting them into the military is known as what?

a. Containing

b. Replacement

c. Kidnapping

d. Impressment

24. Thomas Jefferson approved paying France $15 million for what?

a. The Eiffel Tower

b. The Statue of Liberty

c. The French Indochina colonies

d. The Louisiana Territory

25. Who was Sacajawea?

a. The leader of a community of American Indians

b. The wife of John Smith

c. The interpreter and guide for Lewis and Clark

d. The sister of Sitting Bull

26. General William Henry Harrison won what major battle against American Indians?

a. The Battle of Tippecanoe

b. The Battle of Little Big Horn

c. The Battle of Wounded Knee

d. The Battle of Big Wood

27. People who really wanted to go to war with Britain were called what?

a. Peace Doves

b. Hate Mongers

c. War Hawks

d. Fighting Furies

28. General Andrew Jackson won what major battle in the War of 1812?

a. The Battle of New Orleans

b. The Battle of Thames

c. The Battle of Baltimore

d. The Battle of Lake Champlain
29. The War of 1812 is often referred to as what?

a. The War of Irreconcilable Differences

b. America’s Second War for Independence

c. The War to End it All

d. A Very Big Mistake

30. What treaty ended the War of 1812?

a. The Treaty of Versailles

b. Jay’s Treaty

c. Pinckney’s Treaty

d. The Treaty of Ghent

Section 2:  Interpretive Multiple Choice. 1 Point Each.  Use the map to answer questions 31-35.  Circle the answer that BEST answers the question.  Read the MAP KEY carefully.
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31. Which battle did the Americans win?

a. Fort Mackinac

b. Fort Dearborn

c. Horseshoe Bend

d. Washington, D.C.

32.  Which battle did the British win?

a. Baltimore

b. Washington, D.C.

c. Lake Champlain

d. New Orleans

33. How many battles on this map did the Americans win?

a. 5

b. 3

c. 2

d. 4

34. How many battles on this map did the British win?

a. 5

b. 3

c. 2

d. 4

35. Which battle on this map is the farthest south?

a. Put-In-Bay

b. Lake Champlain

c. New Orleans

d. Horseshoe Bend[image: image2.emf] 
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Map Key:  Major Battles
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